
A SCARCE VICTORIA CROSS CARTES DE VISITE PORTRAYING PRIVATE 
WILLIAM NORMAN, ROYAL FUSILIERS WHO WAS AWARDED THE 
VICTORIA CROSS FOR ACTIONS DURING THE CRIMEAN WAR  

William Norman (1832-1896) was born in Warrington, Cheshire, sometime during the year 
1832. He enlisted as a Private in the 7th Regiment of Foot (later the Royal Fusiliers) of the 
British Army on 15th May 1854. Shortly after enlisting, the hostilities broke out in the 
Crimean Peninsula and Norman was posted out with the 7th to fight against the Russians. 
Only a short time after arriving on the peninsula, Private William Norman would show 
incredible gallantry on the battlefield and be awarded the Victoria Cross.    



“On the night of 19th December 1854, at Sebastopol, Private Norman was placed as a single 
sentry, some distance in front of the advanced sentries of an outlying picquet in the White 
Horse Ravine, a post of much danger, and requiring great vigilance. The Russian picquet was 
about 300 yards in front of him, when suddenly three Russian infantrymen appeared on a 
reconnoitre mission under the cover of the brushwood. Private Norman, single-handed, took 
two of them prisoner without alerting the rest of the Russian picquet. “   

Norman was awarded the VC in the first group of decorations on 24th February 1857, and 
was part of the 62 men who were given their medals by Queen Victoria in Hyde Park on 26th 
June 1857. Norman would later serve in the Umbelaya Campaign on the North West Frontier 
in 1863 and achieved the rank of Corporal. He left the Army in 1865, and little is known of 
his life after that date. He died on 13th March 1896 in Salford, Lancashire, and due to 
financial problems, was buried in an unmarked grave in Weaste Cemetery, Salford. He was 
married at the time with three children 

CDV approx 10.5 x 6.3cm. The above taken from the fine vconline website: 

http://www.vconline.org.uk/william-norman-vc/4587770657.html 

A scarce original period VC recipient VC CDV 


