
A SCARCE VICTORIA CROSS CARTES DE VISITE OF LIEUTENANT 
CHRISTOPHER TEESDALE WHO WAS AWARDED THE VICTORIA CROSS FOR 
ACTIONS DURING THE CRIMEAN WAR IN KARS, IN WHICH HE 
VOLUNTEERED TO TAKE COMMAND OF THE FORCE TASKED WITH 
DEFENDING THE MOST ADVANCED PART OF THE WORKS. HE LED AN 
ATTACK THAT DROVE THE RUSSIANS OUT AND SAVED A NUMBER OF 
RUSSIAN SOLDIERS FROM THE TURKS. HE WAS WOUNDED AND TAKEN 
PRISONER, HE WAS HELD IN RUSSIA UNTIL HE RELEASE IN 1856 

“For gallant conduct, in having, while acting as Aide-de-Camp to Major General Sir William 
Fenwick Williams, Bart, K.C.B., at Kars, volunteered to take command of the force engaged 
in the defence of the most advanced part of the works, - the key of the position - against the 
attack of the Russian Army when, by throwing himself into the midst of the enemy, who had 
penetrated into the above redoubt, he encouraged the garrison to make an attack, so 
vigorous, as to drive out the Russians therefrom, and prevent its capture; also for having, 
during the hottest part of the action, when the enemy's fire had driven the Turkish 



Artillerymen from their guns, rallied the latter, and by his intrepid example induced them to 
return to their posts; and further, after having led the final charge which completed the 
victory of the day, for having, at the greatest personal risk, saved from the fury of the Turks, a 
considerable number of the disabled among the enemy, who were lying wounded outside the 
works, - an action witnessed, and acknowledged gratefully before the Russian Staff, by 
General Mouravieff.” 

Sir Christopher Charles Teesdale (1833-1893) was born in Grahamstown, Cape of Good 
Hope, to Lieutenant-General Henry George Teesdale of the Royal Artillery who was stationed 
there. He joined the Royal Artillery as a gentleman cadet on 29 April 1848. His first posting 
was to Corfu and he was promoted to second lieutenant on 22 March 1853 and left Corfu in 
April 1853.  

During the Crimean War, he acted as the Aide de Camp to the celebrated Sir Fenwick 
Williams at Kars, Turkey. He was there throughout the blockade of the town. Teesdale would 
be awarded the Victoria Cross on 25th September 1857 for his actions in the town on 29th 
September 1855. He had volunteered to take command of the force engaged in the defence of 
the most advanced part of the works. It was a key position that needed to be held. The 
Russians launched a heavy attack on the position, and Teesdale threw himself into the midst 
of the fighting. The enemy made some progress into the redoubt, so Teesdale encouraged the 
garrison to make a counter attack which was so vigorous it pushed the Russians back out of 
the redoubt and prevented their progress.  

Later, when the Russian artillery fire had driven the Turkish artillerymen from their guns, he 
rallied the men and inspired them to return to their posts, and then led the final charge 



himself, to help the men win the day. He also, at great personal risk, saved a number of 
wounded men who were lying in the open under heavy fire.  

Teesdale was decorated with the Victoria Cross on 21st November 1857 at Windsor Castle 
from Queen Victoria. Teesdale would have a number of appointments involving the Royal 
Family for the remainder of his career. He was created a KCMG in 1887, and for ten years 
was Aide de Camp to Queen Victoria. He was also Equerry to the Prince of Wales, and was 
later Master of Ceremonies for the Queen.  

In 1893, Major General Sir Christopher Teesdale was on a 10 week visit to Germany, where 
he was taken ill. It was not seen to be serious, but on Sunday 29th November 1893, following 
a visit to church, he was suddenly seized with an attack of paralysis. Teesdale died on 1st 
December 1893 at his home, The Ark, South Bersted, near Bognor Regis, Sussex. Teesdale 
had never married. He was buried in the churchyard at St Mary Magdalene, South Bersted. 
His medals are part of the Ashcroft Collection and displayed in the Ashcroft Gallery, Imperial 
War Museum.  

LOCATION OF MEDAL: LORD ASHCROFT GALLERY, IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM, 
LONDON.  
BURIAL PLACE: ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH, SOUTH BERSTED, SUSSEX.  

The above taken from the fine vconline website: 

http://www.vconline.org.uk/sir-christopher-c-teesdale-vc/4588328030.html 

CDV measures 10.4 x 6.3cm 

A scarce original period VC recipient VC CDV 




