A SCARCE VICTORIA CROSS CABINET CARD OF LIEUTENANT LORD EDRIC
GIFFORD, 24TH FOOT SHAKING HANDS WITH GENERAL WOLSELEY.
GIFFORD WAS AWARDED THE VICTORIA CROSS FOR ACTIONS DURING
THE THIRD ANGLO-ASHANTI WAR, IN THE TAKING OF BECQUAH.
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“For his gallant conduct during the operations, and especially at the taking of Becquah. The
Officer commanding the Expeditionary Force reports that Lord Gifford was in charge of the
Scouts after the Army crossed the Prah,” and that it is no exaggeration to say that since the
Adansi Hills were passed, he daily carried his life in his hand in the performance of his most
dangerous duties. He hung upon the rear of the enemy, discovering their position, and
ferreting out their intentions. With no other white man with him, he captured numerous
prisoners; but Sir Garnet Wolseley brings Him forward for this mark of Royal favour most
especially for his conduct at the taking of Becquah, into which place he penetrated with his
scouts before the troops carried it, when his gallantry and courage were most conspicuous”



Edric Frederick Gifford (1849-1911) was born on 5th July 1849 at Ampney Park, near
Cirencester, Gloucestershire. He was the eldest son of Robert Francis, 2nd Baron Gifford, and
of the Honourable Frederica Charlotte, eldest daughter of 1st Baron Fitzhardinge. His brother
was Maurice Gifford, CMG, who raised "Gifford's Horse" in the Second Matabele War. He
was educated at Harrow, and entered the Army in 1869. He became a Lieutenant in the 62nd
in 1872, and later that year, succeeded his father as the 3rd Baron Gifford.

In 1873, he transferred to the 24th Regiment of Foot (later South Wales Borderers) , and
shortly afterwards was involved in the Ashanti War of 1873-1874 which would eventually
lead to the award of the VC. In his citation published in the London Gazette on 28th March
1874, Gifford was recommended by his commanding officer for his leadership of the Scouts
after the Army had crossed the Prah at Becquah. Gifford was heavily involved in hanging
back to the rear of the enemy at great risk, discovering their position and working out their
tactics. He also captured a number of prisoners single-handed, and was also at the forefront of
the successful assault on Becquah.
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He was presented with his medal at an investiture in Windsor Great Park, two days after his
citation’s publication on 30th March 1874 by Queen Victoria. Following his service in the
Ashanti War, he became a Captain in the 57th Regiment in 1876. In 1879, at the conclusion
of the Zulu Wars, Lord Gifford nearly had the distinction of capturing Cetewayo. He had been
searching for the Zulu King for fifteen days, and when he finally discovered his whereabouts,
his Scouts were exhausted. He decided to wait until nightfall before attempting the capture.
Meanwhile Major Marter had also found Cetewayo’s hiding place and marched straight in
and captured the King.

In 1880, Lord Gifford became Brevet Major in the 1st Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. He
became Colonial Secretary for Western Australia and a Senior Member of the Legislative



Council from 1880 to 1883. From 1883-1888, he became Colonial Secretary in Gibraltar.
Following his army career, he retired to Sussex, where he died at his home, “Old Park”, near
Chichester on 5th June 1911, aged 61. He was buried with full military honours, with the
route lined by Boy Scouts in Fairfield Road Cemetery, Bosham. His medals are held by the
Gifford family.

LOCATION OF MEDAL: NOT PUBLICLY HELD. BURIAL PLACE: FAIRFIELD ROAD
CEMETERY, BOSHAM, WEST SUSSEX.

The above taken from the fine vconline website:
http://www.vconline.org.uk/edric-f-gifford-vc/4586770660.html

A scarce original period VC recipient Cabinet Card



