
THE OUTSTANDING MGS 1793 AND WATERLOO PAIR TO COLONEL CHARLES WOOD 
WHO AS A YOUNG ENSIGN OF THE 52ND LIGHT INFANTRY WAS WOUNDED AT THE 
BATTLE OF BUSACO WHILST CARRY THE KING’S COLOURS OF THE REGIMENT 
SERVED AS ADC TO MAJ GENERAL ‘BLACK BOB’ CRAUFURD AND WAS WITH HIM 
WHEN HE WAS KILLED AT CIUDAD RODRIGO, NEXT SERVING ON WELLINGTON’S 
STAFF, BEFORE SERVING AS ADC TO LORD STEWART DURING HIS MISSION TO 
GERMANY IN 1813. HE THERE SERVED WITH BOTH THE RUSSIAN COSSACKS AND 
THE PRUSSIAN ARMY DURING THE GREAT BATTLES OF 1813-14, INCLUDING THE 
GREAT BATTLE OF LEIPZIG BEING ONE OF THE HANDFUL OF BRITISH SOLDIERS 
PRESENT THERE AND AT THE ALLIED ARMIES VICTORIOUS ENTRY INTO PARIS IN 
1814. FOR HIS GALLANTRY HE WAS AWARDED THE PRUSSIAN ORDER OF MERIT 
(LATER KNOWN AS THE BLUE MAX), ONE OF JUST FOUR BRITISH OFFICERS EVER 
TO BE AWARDED THIS HIGHEST OF AWARDS. AS A CAPTAIN OF THE 10TH 
HUSSARS, HE SERVED IN THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN AND ON 17TH JUNE 1815, 
WHEN IN COMMAND OF A PIQUET, HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR BRINGING THE 
NEWS TO WELLINGTON OF THE OF THE DEFEAT OF THE PRUSSIANS AT LINGY 
AND WAS WOUNDED AT THE HEAD OF HIS TROOP AT THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO 

MILITARY GENERAL SERVICE 1793, FIVE CLASPS, BUSACO, FUENTES D’ONOR, CIUDAD 
RODRIGO, BADAJOZ AND SALAMANCA, ‘C. WOOD, SUBT, 52ND FOOT, ADC & DAAG’,  
WATERLOO MEDAL 1815, WITH REPLACEMENT CLIP AND STRAIGHT BAR SUSPENDER 
‘CAPT CHARLES WOOD, 10TH ROYAL REGT OF HUSSARS’, ILVER MEDALLION (2” IN 
SIZE) NAMED TO COLONEL WOOD MP, LITTLETON, MIDDLESEX 1841 FOR JOHN 
CHARLES EARL SPENCER PRESIDENT ON OBVERSE.  

Born in December 1790, the brother of Colonel Thomas Wood MP and nephew of the Marquis of 
Londonderry,  He was expelled from Charterhouse school for starting a riot and immediately joined the 
Army in 1809. 



A 20/21 YEAR OLD LIEUTENANT CHARLES WOOD IN UNIFORM OF THE 52ND. THE TWO BULLION 
EPPULETTES DATES THIS PORTRAIT TO 1811-12 WHIST HE WAS SERVING AS ADC TO MAJ 
GENERAL CRAUFURD OR AS DAAG ON WELLINGTON’S STAFF 

FROM THE HISTORY OF THE 10TH HUSSARS 

‘LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CHARLES WOOD was gazetted to the 52nd Light Infantry on 
the 16th March 1809. He proceeded at once to Portugal and joined his regiment at Ruxillo, as 
the army was falling back after the battle of Talavera. He served throughout the following 
campaign with the Light division, was present at the battle of Coa, and was wounded when 
carrying the King’s colour of the 52nd at Busaco. He was present at the battle of Fuentes 
d’Onore. In 1811 he was A. D. C. to General Robert Craufurd, and was with him At his death 
at the storming of Ciudad Rodrigo. He was appointed Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General at 
the Headquarters of the Duke of Wellington, and was present at the capture of Badajos, the 
battle of Salamanca, and the siege of Burgos. On the 17th September 1812, he was promoted a 
captain in the 68th Foot. In 1813 Captain Wood accompanied Lord Stewart to Germany as A. 
D. C. and afterwards took part with the Prussians in the campaign against the French. He was
present at the battles of Gross-Beeren, Donnewitz, Wittemberg, and Leipsic, when the French,
under Napoleon were totally defeated by the Allies. On this occasion, for his report on the
evening of the 18th October that the French were retiring, and for saving a Prussian General
and his staff from being capture, he was decorated by the King of Prussia with the military
order of merit. After this victory he was present at all the subsequent engagements in France,
and finally entered Paris in 1814. In July 1813 he had been posted to the 18th Hussars but he
did not join them, and was transferred to the 10th Hussars in November 1814. He proceeded
with his regiment to Belgium in 1815 and took part in the Waterloo campaign. When in



command of a piquet on the 17th June he was one of the first to discover the retreat of the 
Prussians from Ligny, and he immediately reported this circumstance to the Duke of 
Wellington. He was severely wounded at the head of his troop on the 18th at Waterloo. The 
following letter was written by Lord Stewart (afterwards marquis of Londonderry) to Colonel 
Wood on this occasion:- 

“HAMBERG. July 3, 1815 - It was only this minute from a letter from young Paget at Brussels that I 
hear of our young hussar’s wound. Thank heaven he is doing well. I must envy him being winged on 
such a day. I am sure now the danger is over you will glory at it, and that his majority will be easy 
now. I am quite miserable to be out of this and not with my old friends. I am painfully anxious about 
Harris who, I hear, is in great danger. Dashwood was also wounded. Every one of my old staff. - (Sd.) 
Stewart” 

After the peace he was appointed brigadier-major on the staff at the Northern district, 
Pontefract. Colonel Charles Wood to the end of his life displayed an unabated interest 
in his old regiment. He made several presents to the officers’ mess, which are still 
much valued. Among them are pictures of old officers and uniforms, the Wellington 
Despatches, the Life of Ziethen, and other interesting books. He died on the 13th 
December 1877, at the age of eighty-seven.’      

 Mock up of Awards; PLM in photo is a modern copy for display only 



The following are extracts from letters of Captain Charles Wood, 10th Hussars, after 
he was wounded at the battle of Waterloo:- 

“I got hit just as the Duke moved to the attack and bled like a pig. I took up my stirrups in the hunting 
seat and made the best of my way back to Waterloo. With the assistance of a dragoon, I afterwards got 
into Brussels, and found a lodging in the Rue Royale. Arnold will come home with me. He was shot 
through the lungs. They tell me he must not eat meat for six months. He says “Wait till I get to 
Northampton with five hunters next November…” Quentin is going to Paris tomorrow in a carriage … 
Bob Manners was struck in the shoulder by a lance, and did not find it out until the next day. … You 
should have seen us the night before the fight. Every one wet through. We had a shower that came 
down like a wall. Our horses could not face it and all went about. It made the ground up to the horses’ 
fetlocks. We got into a small cottage close to our bivouac, about a mile in rear of our positions, most of 
us naked and getting out things dry at the fire. I managed to get “Paddy” a shop for the night. Old 
Quentin burnt his boots, and could not get them on … We had to feed on what we found in the hut, 
beginning with the old hens for supper, and young chickens for breakfast. I see the English papers say 
“The Light Dragoons could make no impression on the French Cuirassiers.” Now our regiment 
actually rode over them. Give me the boys that will go at a swinging gallop for the last seventy yards, 
applying both spurs when you come within the last six yards. Then if you don’t go right over them I am 
much mistaken.   …. I have found the ball which went through my thigh into the pad of my saddle, very 
high up. I think it hit the bone which drove it upwards…” 





  Portrait of Wood circa 1813/14 









Condition, minor contact wear and small edge bruise to first two otherwise GVF, original 
shortened ribbons. A superb and incredibly rare group to an Officer with a quite outstanding 
service. 

FURTHER READING AND RESEARCH LINKS: 

‘Vicissitudes of a soldiers life, or a series of occurrences from 1806 to 1815’ by  Private John 
Green of the 68th Foot, contains a chapter detailing Green’s service as servant to Captain 
Wood whilst he was serving on Wellington’s Staff in late 1812, up until Wood’s appointment 
as ADC to General Stewart. (copy included with research CD) 

Wood’s Memorial which details battles and service in Germany and France 1813-14: 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=n0euCAAAQBAJ&pg=PA452&dq=%22colonel+charles+wood
%22+waterloo&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjc9uT71trnAhV6URUIHb6TA8kQ6AEIKDAA#v=one
page&q=%22colonel%20charles%20wood%22%20waterloo&f=false 

Wood family letters: 

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/1702b550-e029-48ba-b381-4a4a2acc374e 



‘A Hero of Waterloo’ by Robert Stanes, is the story of the life of Lt Colonel Sir Thomas Noel 
Harris; various mentions of Wood and relevance to Harris and Wood’s service as Stewarts 
two ADC’s. (copy included with research CD) 

The United Services Magazine 1847 contains letters from Wood concerning his service in 
details: 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=IgYcAQAAIAAJ&pg=PA456&dq=%22colonel+charles+wood%
22+waterloo&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjc9uT71trnAhV6URUIHb6TA8kQ6AEISTAE#v=onepag
e&q=%22colonel%20charles%20wood%22%20waterloo&f=false 

Articles on Wood and Harris (copy included with research CD): 

http://www.centotredicesimo.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Due-ussari-inglesi-1813-e-1815-
M.I..pdf

PLM AWARDS (copy included with research CD) : 

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=HblTAAAAcAAJ&pg=PA277&lpg=PA277&dq=%22pour+le+m
erite%22+charles+wood+noel+harris&source=bl&ots=BcdXEMvMQA&sig=ACfU3U1--
7UATohsdQvzYD6yPcDW3PiOIQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjD9YeVk9TnAhUDY8AKHde1C4
8Q6AEwAXoECAsQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22pour%20le%20merite%22%20charles%20wood%20noe
l%20harris&f=false 

Research sold with medals includes; a copy of a Letter from Charles to his brother to Col. 
Thomas Wood, M.P. dated May 1813, from ‘Headquarters, Royal Cossacks, Voude, between 
Gramont and Nonove’ ain a file of research. Also, a large amount of research on CD; copy 
medal rolls, PDF books (in addition to those noted above), LG’s, copy newspapers obituary, 
regimental and campaign histories etc etc. Although a good deal has been found on Wood, the 
potential for more research is vast. 




