AN EXTREMELY FINE WW2 IMMEDIATE AWARD D.F.M. GROUP TO A LANCASTER
REAR GUNNER OF 44 AND 467 (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE) SQUADRON WHO
TOOK PART IN MANY HIGH VALUE RAIDS, INCLUDING ‘OPERATION HYDRA’, THE
FIRST RAID ON THE GERMAN ROCKET RESEARCH FACILITY AT PEENEMUNDE.
DURING THESE SORTIES HE SHOT DOWN, DAMAGED AND DROVE OUT OF
CONTROL THREE GERMAN AIRCRAFT BEFORE BEING KILLED IN ACTION IN
NOVEMBER 1943

DISTINGUISHED FLYING MEDAL GVIR 1245952 SGT. J.H. MALLIN. R.A.F.”, 1939-45 STAR,
AIR CREW EUROPE STAR, WAR MEDAL 1939-45. WITH ORIGINAL NAMED BOX OF ISSUE
FOR CAMPAIGN MEDALS

D.F.M. London Gazette 19 October 1943. The original recommendation for an ‘immediate’ award
states:

"Sergeant James Mallin has completed 21 successful sorties (operational) against the most heavily
defended targets in Germany. On the night of 23rd/24th September 1943, Sergeant Mallin was the
rear gunner of a Lancaster aircraft detailed to attack Mannheim. After leaving the target which was
successfully bombed, the aircraft was attacked by a single-engined fighter, believed to be an ME-109.
Sergeant Mallin drove off the attack but the enemy aircraft almost immediately returned to attack
from astern and below.

The Lancaster was hit by cannon fire but Sergeant Mallin coolly reported to his Captain whilst
engaging the enemy. This N.C.O.'s successful gunnery caused the aircraft to burst into flames and go
down to the ground where it was seen to crash and explode. During his operational career Sergeant



Mallin's cool determination and skilful handling of his guns caused an ME-109 to disappear out of
control into the clouds below on the night of 29th/30th July 1943, and previous to that, on the night of
5th/6th May 1943, his fire damaged a Ju.88.

By his coolness and courage under fire and his skilful gunnery, Sergeant Mallin has proved himself
an outstanding and gallant member of aircrew whose latest success well merits the immediate award
of the Distinguished Flying Medal."

PSS R T T —————

James Henry Mallin, a Carpenter by trade was born in Birmingham in 1911. Serving with the
Birmingham Police as a Special Reservist from 30 August 1939 he resigned on 20 December 1940 in
order to enlist with the Royal Air Force. Qualifying as a rear gunner with the rank of Sergeant, he was
posted to 1660 Conversion unit, joining the crew of Flight Lieutenant (later Squadron Leader)
William James Lewis, with whom he would fly all his operational sorties with.

The Lewis Crew, including Mallin, who would serve as a Rear Gunner, were posted to 44 Squadron
on 21 April 1943, which operated Lancaster bombers. The crew took part in their first operational
sortie on the night of 4/5 May 1943; a raid on Dortmund, during which Sergeant Mallin claimed a
Ju88 nightfighter damaged. Over the next two months, the Mallin would take part in a further 10
sorties, which included raids to Duisberg, Pilsen, Essen, Wuppertal, Dusseldorf, Oberhausen,
Friedrichshafen, Spezia, Gelsenkirchen and twice to Cologne.

On 21 July 1943, the Lewis Crew (Lewis now a Squadron Leader), including Mallin, were posted to
467 (Royal Australian Air Force) Squadron. The crews first operational sortie with 467 was on the
night of 25/26 July 1943, a raid on Essen, followed by a raid on Hamburg on the night of 27-8 July.
However for some reason these sorties cannot be Mallin’s name cannot be located in the operational
logs. On the night of 29/30 July, there was another raid on Hamburg, during which Mallin drove an
ME109 down out of control. This was followed by sorties to Hamburg again, Nurnberg and Milan
before taking part in ‘Operation Hydra’, the first raid on the German rocket research facility at
Peenemunde on 17/18 August 1943:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation Hydra (1943)



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Hydra_(1943)

Sorties Munich and Mannheim followed, during the latter, Mallin claiming an ME109 shot down in
flames. Followeing the Mannheim raid, the Lewis crew appear to have had a rest period from
operational sorties of nearly 6 weeks but returned to action on the night of 3-4 November 1943. They
did not return.

THE LEWIS CREW MALLIN 2™ LEFT

KILLED IN ACTION

Lancaster JB121 took off from RAF Bottesford at 1703 hours on the night of 3/4th November 1943 to
bomb Dusseldorf, Germany. Nothing was heard from the aircraft after take-off and it did not return to
base. Of the crew, two were taken prisoner, four were killed, including Mallin and two evaded
capture.

It was later established that JB121 ad been shot down by night fighter pilot Oberleutnant Werner
Baake of the 3./NJG 1, flying a Bf 110G from Venlo airfield, the Netherlands.

The crew members of JB121 were:

Pilot : Squadron Leader William James Lewis DFC RAFVR 63071 [Killed]

2nd Pilot : Flight Sergeant John William Evans RAAF Aus/410152 [PoW]

Flight Engineer : Sergeant Charles Edward Stead RAF 941072 [PoW]

Navigator : Flight Sergeant K Garvey RAF 1075988 [Evaded]

Bomb Aimer : Pilot Officer Alan John Scott RAFVR 159896 [Killed]

Wireless Operator : Sergeant R C Morley RAF [Evaded]

Mid-Upper Gunner : Sergeant Gerald Percy Baylis RAF 613449 [Killed]

Rear Gunner : Flight Sergeant James Henry Mallin DFM RAFVR 1245952 [Killed]

On 5 Jan 1944 the Squadron received news that the Wireless Operator, Sergerant Morley was safe
after a long walk to Gibraltar. In his subsequent report he gave details of the last minutes of the
aircraft:



“In the area of Cheel, North Belgium, there was a violent explosion and a blinding flash, and the
aircraft was violently lifted and rocked. A great many shell splinters came through the floor of the
fuselage close to the Navigator s position. Pieces of red hot metal lodged on the Navigators desk, and
he was badly burned on the neck and hands. I heard the Captain give the order to prepare to
abandon. The Navigator reached for an extinguisher to put out a fire among his maps and charts. The
Captain called out ‘we are on fire get the extinguishers here.’ A few seconds later he gave the order to
bale out. The aircraft was losing height slowly and listing slightly as if the controls were not
functioning properly. I had to wait for a short while until the Navigator donned his chute. I then
followed the Navigator forward and saw the Pilot was still flying the aircraft which appeared under
control but losing height. The Bomb aimer, Second Pilot and Flight Engineer had baled out of the
front hatch. The Navigator then I followed. The guns were still firing at the aircraft and I could hear
shells bursting round me. I was told that two Lancasters were found burnt in the district that night.”

The above extracted from: https://aviationmuseumwa.org.au/afcraaf-roll/467sqn-431103-jb121/

At the time of his death, Flight Sergeant James Henry Mallin had taken part in 22 operational sorties
as a Lancaster rear gunner. He had claimed on ME109 destroyed, damaged a JUS8, driven a ME109
down out of control and awarded an immediate Distinguished Flying Medal. He is buried with
Squadron Leader Lewis (DFC), Pilot Officer Scott and Sergeant Baylis, at Schoonselhof Cemetray,

Antwerp, Belgium


https://aviationmuseumwa.org.au/afcraaf-roll/467sqn-431103-jb121/

During the war, both 44 and 467 Squadrons saw amongst the highest casualty rates of any Lancaster
squadrons.

FLIGHT SERGEANT MALLIN’S KNOWN OPERATIONAL SORTIES

44 SQUADRON
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THE LEWIS CREW (LEWIS WEARING P) FAR MALLIN LEFT
467 (ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE) SQUADRON

25-6/7/43 — ESSEN — FIRST OP WITH 467 MALLIN NOT LISTED

"-\ni ;
N M=oy L i Hﬂlq’ﬂ—_ AL axkbo ooy —~biRGE-
T e vehiemety | o /6 ‘ ‘ ﬂ‘ﬂhmmﬁhﬂﬂ“ﬂ
I et PR [T S S

= =

| sz VRO

e W\w;}g,ﬁw%%ﬁ‘%

-uhr.\md:m
- E5es =

27-8/7/43 — HAMBURG ~MALLIN NOT LISTED
. " I T — L .
Ll o | e domad Guie 'ﬁ'
PR3 . & .. .. ..
o o=

29-30/7/43 - HAMBURG — MALLIN DROVE ME109 OUT OF CONTROL

. % - rtode  Grod weuthar, =0 |
Tl 3 i TIT 3, Pad.lmelis | Capkad 2k e I g g it l
W i “Homibed yuliow 1 geesi to cusonds & e oo i
20,798 Sgt tend 0.3 v{inq.nnur ‘ e GEB (1 x AOEXND h‘?---ﬂm“w.fm ¥izes o]
B g ; fires and explocions Lo shust
e 'j:';,,— iy iyt reiis R
oy Mgitas G A 4/ e + routes—-Sextow Sia-ndftaee
g‘?‘,m Ma;ﬂi ! t‘ar.ﬂ- NMME.“ﬂm"t'M”m
Y/ Gt Wouwaner X | Ty appeardions
2-3/8/43 — HAMBURG
R b - g R i T 2l

Fombed from 19100 at 0214 {1 x LO0OTH HD, [2 x34an

Dwing to vesy -

Erre

= e -t o Taptam
!ﬂ' Gtead U ?f%ﬂﬂiﬂm mn:_____...
0.5 E”sﬁﬁ Aj: | A/ Bomber and 1380 x WIb ings) JNo resulis cbasrved.
Sgt Carvey Ke .0 B 7 T - B | devers wenther, conditiony, .. CleHine Gpfo e helaht greaiar.
T ast soriey BoD. W/ Operator than I could clish, severs a.lnotri:::g‘. u:}m‘sm and cing, affer
riiT R SR TS E P AR —Wﬂ.fs"' 3 4 I-found it "
:ﬂ Mallan Ja g Rear A/G navigate the Westher, Dropped bombn ot RpErcEe 55-56‘!,

-"-'"""—"—““"‘“'“""'Bﬁtt:W""‘"' """"" ~ i -Friot AMOTE Very E tmﬂﬂwrﬁmum. P urd rod

with greesn stars dropped in this ares L180. At lesst four
TH Gsen. No. Gf loads Gropped AN WALS mred ap;m.w
| We_saw 20 bonbs Jettisomed into the ses a1l the way.



10-11/8/43 — NURNBERG

12-13/8/43 - MILAN

17-18/8/43 — PEENEMUNDE — ‘OPERATION HYDRA’ 15T RAID ON PEENEMUNDE

6-7/9/43 — MUNICH

23-4/9/43 - MANNHEIM — MALLIN SHOT DOWN ME109 IN FLAMES

3-4/11/44 — DUSSELDORF - MISSING




Condition GVF. DFM ribbon, which is original, has been removed and sewn back in place as a single
longer length. The likely to be washed as the die from the purple has mixed with the white thread
slightly. Complete with its original clip which is filled upside down, this award was clearly worn by a
member of the diseased family. Sold with digital copies of original DFM recommendation,
Operational logs for both Squadrons and transcripts of all Mallin’s sorties extracted from the latter.

An extremely fine group to a Lancaster Rear Gunner who shot down or damaged three German
aircraft



