THE VERY FINE SECOND WAR 1945 DFC, MEDALS AND DOCUMENTS GROUP
AWARDED TO A W/O FLIGHT ENGINEER WHO FLEW WITH NO LESS THAN 6
LANCASTER SQUADRONS 1942-45, INCLUDING 84 PATHFINDER’S, TAKING PART IN
51 SORTIES, MANY TO SOME OF THE MOST HEAVILY DEFENDED TARGETS IN
GERMANY, INCLUDING 3 IN A ROW TO BERLIN IN 1943, HIS AIRCRAFT BEING HIT
ON NUMEROUS OF OCCASIONS, HIS NAVIGATOR BEING WOUNDED AND HIS
AIRCRAFT A WRITE OFF AFTER ONE SORTIE. SOLD WITH HIS FATHER RFC/RAF
WW1 PAIR

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS, G.VI.R., REVERSE OFFICIALLY DATED ‘1945, WITH
CASE OF ISSUE, 1939-45 STAR; AIR CREW EUROPE STAR, CLASP, FRANCE AND
GERMANY; ITALY STAR, DEFENCE AND WAR MEDALS 1939-45, IN NAMED CARD BOX
OF ISSUE, WITH UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AIR ENCLOSURE SLIP AND TICKER
TAPE

BRITISH WAR AND VICTORY 1914-20 ‘46288 CPL H. EMERSON R.A F’
D.F.C. London Gazette 20 July 1945. The original recommendation, dated 16 March 1945:

"Warrant Officer Emerson has successfully completed a large number of bombing sorties as flight
engineer, the majority of which have been against heavily defended targets. This Warrant Officer is at
present engaged on his second tour of operations in Bomber Command. Before being posted to 195
squadron he had completed an operational tour in Lancaster aircraft, during which he had taken part
in a number of long night bombing raids including three sorties to Berlin, two to Modane, and
exceptionally long flight to Friedrichsharen there after landing in North Africa. Since commencing his
second operational bombing tour he has continued to display outstanding ability as a flight engineer,
and has already participated in a number of day and night raids, including two operations of deep
penetration to Dresden and Chemnitz on two consecutive nights. Warrant officer Emerson has set a



magnificent example to other less experienced Flight Engineers and his stamina and courage in
action have been to a very high order."”

Covering remarks from Station Commander

“Since joining 195 Squadron Warrant Officer Emerson has made an excellent contribution to the
work of a first class crew. I strongly support the Squadron Commanders recommendation.”

WARRANT OFFICER (1172804) HERBERT DUDLEY EMERSON, ROYAL AIR FORCE

Herbert Dudley Emerson was born in Doncaster on April 14 1920 and joined the Royal Air Force on
16 July 1940. Initially AC2, Flight Mechanic (Engineer), after training he served with 49 Squadron
from 12 July 1941. Advanced to LAC on 31 December 1941, he remained with 49 Squadron
(Lancasters) until September 1942, flying one sortie to Wilhelmshaven on 14 September as a Corporal
Air Gunner; presumably as extra crew. Recommended for training as a Flight Engineer on 28 October
1942, after training, he joined 207 Squadron (Lancasters) as a Flight Engineer (Fight Sergeant) on 9
March 1943. Over the next two plus years, Emerson would take part in a further 50 operational sorties
as a Lancaster Flight Engineer with numerous squadrons. He was advanced to Warrant Officer 1945,
by which time he was a highly experienced Flight Engineer, who had taken part in sorties against
many of the most highly defended targets in Germany, including three in a row to Berlin with 83
Pathfinder Squadron in November/December 1943. Emerson’s last posting was to 138 Special Duties
Squadron in April 1945, his initial sorties against targets in Germany, before taking part in seven
sorties; ‘Operation Exodus’ from 10 May 1945, which were ferrying Prisoners of War back from
Europe. He was finally released from service on 22 March 1946. Herbert Emerson passed away on
June 18, 1985, at age 65. He was buried in Redstone Cemetery, Redhill

As noted, W/O Emerson took part in a large number of sorties, including to St Nazire, Essen, Stettin,
Dortmund, Duisburg, Pilsen, Dusseldorf, Frederikshavn, Turin, Modane, Oldenburg, Mannheim,
Hanover, Kassel, Berlin, Hopenbudberg, Dresden, Chemitz, Wesel, Geisenkirchen, Bocholt,
Helgoland and Munich, many multiple times, many of these prior to the allies domination of the skies
and including service with some of the most battle hardened bomber squadrons of the day, which
included 83 Pathfinder Squadron in late 1943.
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One sortie in particular whilst serving 195 Squadron to the Consolidated Coking Plant at
Glelsenkirchen on 19/20 March 1945, is heavily written up in ‘Strong by Speed No 195 Squadron and
the War against Hitler s Germany’and includes an extensive narrative of events by Emerson (see
pics). During this sortie, Emerson’s Lancaster, piloted by F/Lt Thompson was accompanied by Wing
Commander Burnsides DFC, their aircraft would be Group Leader during this attack of 79 Lancasters.
Flying into what appeared to be an impenetrable wall of flak over the target, Burnside successfully
dropped his bombs, their Lancaster was hit by flak which severely damaged the aircraft and wounded
the 2" Navigator. Emerson treated the Navigator and on returning to his position found the fuel
gauges no longer working and it was reported that they were losing fuel from both wings. Burnside
decided they couldn’t make it home and headed to Brussels, somehow managing to land the aircraft
with no further casualties but on landing, the damage was to such an extent that the Lancaster was
written off.

The role of a Flight Engineer was to managing fuel, weight and balance, and mission systems as well
as overseeing maintenance prior to and during a flight. He was seated next to the pilot in aircraft such
as a Lancaster

SQUADRONS SERVED. DATES NOTED ARE FOR OPERATIONAL SORTIES

49 SQUADRON — CPL AIR GUNNER — 1 SORTIE ONLY — 14 SEPTEMBER 1942

207 SQUADRON — F/SGT FLT/ENGINEER — 17 SORTIES -28 MARCH 1943 — 25 JUNE 1943
106 SQUADRON — F/SGT FLT/ENGINEER — 1 SORTIE ONLY — 12 JULY 1942

83 (PATHFINDER) SQUADRON- F/SGT FL/ENGINEER - 12 SORTIES -16 SEPTEMBER 1943 -20
DECEMBER 1943

195 SQUADRON — W/O FLT/ENGINEER — 11 SORTIES - 3 FEBRUARY 1945 — 23 MARCH 1945
138 SQUADRON — W/O FLT/ENGINEER — 9 SORTIES -18 APRIL 1945 — 29 MAY 1945
OPERATIONAL SORTIES TOTALS:

TOTAL OPERATIONAL SORTIES SEPTEMBER 1942 — MAY 1945 - 51

TOTAL OPERATIONAL SORTIES AGAINST TARGETS - 44



TOTAL OPERATIONAL SORTIES POW PICK UPS ETC -7

HUBERT EMERSON ROYAL FLYING CORPS AND ROYAL AIR FORCE

Hubert Emerson, Herbert Dudley Emerson’s father, joined the Royal Flying Corps on 21 January 1916.
Initially a 2/am, he was appointed 1/am on 1 February 1918 and corporal Mechanic on 1 July 1918.
He served in France between 1 April 1917 and 22 Mach 1919, serving with 25 Squadron (FE 2b’s and
later DH4’s) as a Fitter. He transferred to the R.A.F. Reserve on 19 April 1919

EXAMPLES OF EXTRACTED SORTIES
20 JUNE 1943
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5 JULY 143 — PILOT F/L BRANDON TRYE (PROMOTED SQUADRON LEADER) AND MOST OF
CREW POSTED TO 106 SQUADRON

12 JULY 1943 — FIRST SORTIE WITH 106 SQUADRON — TURIN
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BRANDON TRYE KILLED IN TRAINING CRASH 18 JULY 1943 WITH DIFFERENT CREW MADE
UP OF HIGH RANKS

16 SEPTEMBER 1943- FIRST SORTIE WITH 83 SQUADRON - MODANE
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IN ADDITION TO THE MEDALS THE GROUP CONSISTS OF:

1) DFC in case of issue, this in its postal envelope with card packing, addressed to W/O Emerson with
named Buckingham Palace forwarding letter.

2) Campaign medals in Air Ministry named card box of issue, with Under-Secretary of State for Air
enclosure slip and ticker tape showing entitlement

3) Portrait photograph of Emerson in Flight Sergeant uniform 25.5 x 18cm. Named and addressed to
reverse. Also ‘Bomber Command PF’ which suggests taken whilst with 83 PF Squadron.

4) Framed 138 Squadron photograph of aircrew in front of Lancaster 20 x 37cm
5) Roll of Honor booklet for No8 Group, Bomber Command RAF 1939-45



6) Five pages from photograph, scrap album. One page with four photographs, including Emerson’s
crew in front of Lancaster, March 1943. The remaining pages (nine sides) consisting original news
cutting of missions Emerson took part in. most with added notes in ink ‘I WAS THERE’ with actual
dates of sorties added, along with the odd correction and target. These all date from 1943 and are for
sorties with 207, 106 and 83 PF Squadrons. Hugely interesting and can be compared to his sorties in
research.




Copied Research, including:

1) DFC recommendation, along with list of 36 sorties up until the date of recommendation; his first
sortie with 49 Squadron missed off in error. Also Operational log for 195 Squadron in 1945 (all photo
copies)

2) Emerson’s service papers, giving full service details (digital)

3) Full operational logs for 49, 207, 106, 195 and 138 Squadrons for the periods Emerson flew with
each. (digital)

4) Extracted sorties from above, noting aircraft type/number, crew list and target for all of Emerson’s
51 sorties September 1942- May 1945 (digital)

5) Two large books on 207 and 195 Squadron, detailing squadrons service in WW2
6) Emerson’s fathers RAF service papers (digital)
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or-quality photograph showing the then Flight Lieutenant Edward “Bill" Talbot (3" left) while operating with
quadron early 1944. He had previously served as a Glider Pilot and Instructor. He would complete 16 3
s with 195 Squadron between October 1944 and March 1945.Bill was awarded a DFC post-war and barto

8 for operations over Aden.
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